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LONDONDERRY, N.H. — 
Of all  the 
significant 
events that 
occurred 
in the land-
mark year of 
tumult and 
disruption of 
1968 — when 

the Tet Offensive altered the 
dynamic of the war in Viet-
nam, when the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy were 
assassinated, when Ameri-
can cities burst into flames, 
when violence marred the 
Democratic National Conven-
tion — there were only three 
uplifting moments. One was 
the midsummer mastery of 
pitchers Denny McLain and 
Bob Gibson, two men whose 
teams were destined to meet 
in an unforgettable World 
Series. One was the year-
end Christmastime wonder of 
astronauts circling the moon, 
rendering the opening verses 
of Genesis into an American 
anthem of hope.

And the third — the 
least-remembered event of 
a much-remembered year 
— was the mobilization of 
young people here in New 
Hampshire who substituted 
their anger for activism 
and their impatience for 

inspiration. A half-century 
ago Monday, their determina-
tion to change the trajectory 
of American involvement 
in Vietnam also changed 
the course of presidential 
politics.

“It was a hugely important 
experience for everyone there 
our age,” said Alison Teal, 
who began the year work-
ing to deliver the Republican 
presidential nomination to 
Gov. George Romney of Mich-
igan, only to join the McCar-
thy forces in late February. 
“We saw it as the beginning 
of something powerful.”

All year long, there will 
be 50-year commemorations 
of the global upheavals that 
made 1968 the most rebel-
lious year since 1917, per-
haps since 1848. The world 
will mark the anniversaries 
of protests and strikes in 
France, the demonstrations 
against the Soviet invasion 
of Czechoslovakia, the mass 
protests in Germany and Bra-
zil, and the beginning of ter-
rorism in Northern Ireland.

But nowhere has anyone 
paused to recall what hap-
pened here on March 12, 
1968 — when Lyndon John-
son won the New Hampshire 
primary but lost the will to 
run for re-election; when 
Eugene McCarthy startled 
the political world with a 
strong second and emerged 
as a serious symbol of the 

anti-war movement, even as 
his prospects for winning the 
nomination faded; and when 
Kennedy began to assemble 
a national campaign that 
would give life to liberal 
hopes but end his own life.

The youthful protesters 
who set all this in motion hit 
the streets of Manchester, 
Keene and Claremont in a 
far different way than their 
colleagues would do in Paris, 
Bonn, Prague and Chicago. 
Their street work would be 
a door-to-door mobilization 
for McCarthy, a reluctant 
warrior but perhaps the 
most ardent anti-war figure 
in establishment politics. 
From Wesleyan and Yale 
in Connecticut to Tufts and 
Harvard in Massachusetts to 
the University of New Hamp-
shire and to Dartmouth way 
up in the state’s Upper Val-
ley, these young people got 
“clean for Gene,” shearing 
and shaving to look more 
presentable — in truth, less 
threatening — to the bur-
ghers and homemakers of 
Bedford, Center Harbor, 
Franconia and Epsom.

The result was stunning. 
“What is happening,” the 
political columnist Mary 
McGrory wrote, “is that vio-
let-eyed damsels from Smith 
are pinning McCarthy buttons 
on tattooed mill-workers, and 
Ph.D.s from Cornell, shaven 
and shorn for world peace, 

are deferentially bowing to 
middle-aged Manchester 
housewives and importuning 
them to consider a change of 
commander in chief.”

It is hard to determine who 
was changed more by this 
insurgency: the insurgents 
or those facing this unlikely 
surge of political activism.

“For many of us this was a 
turning point,” said Robert H. 
Ross, a Dartmouth student 
who became a United Church 
of Christ minister. “I’m star-
tled now by how optimistic 
we were. We thought we 
were on the threshold of a 
‘change-the-world’ move-
ment for a cultural shift, a 
greater social justice and 
world peace.”

Among the principals in 
the movement were Gerry 
Studds, who would later 
serve 24 years in Congress; 
Curtis Gans, co-founder of 
the influential Center for the 
Study of the American Elec-
torate; and Sam Brown, who 
would later organize the two 
anti-war moratoriums, serve 
as treasurer of Colorado and 
run the country’s VISTA and 
Peace Corps operations for 
Jimmy Carter.

“Those last  weeks it 
became a phenomenon,” said 
Brown. “We were in a situa-
tion of figuring out not to 
have too many people in the 
state rather than needing to 
find more.”

Because while the brain-
power came from that inner 
circle, the horsepower came 
from the students.

“This was basically a youth 
uprising in New Hampshire,” 
said Richard Olson, a retired 
United Auto Workers publi-
cations editor who as a youth 
was a Republican and who as 
a Dartmouth student drifted 
into the radical Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS). “It 
was the result of a lot of strug-
gle about how to do something 
about the war that was more 
than protesting the war.”

Richard Parker, a co-
founder of Mother Jones 
magazine who now is a lec-
turer in public policy at Har-
vard’s Kennedy School of 
Government, said that some 
of the voters he met on the 
streets of Hanover and West 
Lebanon thought the McCar-
thy he was supporting was 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy, the 
Wisconsin Republican who 
lent his name to the anti-
communist witch hunts of 
the 1950s.

“It was winter in New 
Hampshire, and it was cold,” 
Mr. Parker recalled. “You had 
your scarf on, you had your 
hood up, you were walking 
through sludge in your boots. 
But we felt we were doing 
something important in a 
period when Vietnam and 
segregation were blowing up 
the America I thought I was 

growing up in.”
Week after week the stu-

dents arrived, and as the 
primary approached, the 
election chronicler Theodore 
H. White returned to New 
Hampshire to find that “the 
kids, those out-of-state stu-
dents — they were having an 
effect.” He walked from the 
state Capitol in Concord down 
the hill to Pleasant Street and 
found an astonishing sight, a 
supremely sophisticated anti-
Johnson effort:

“Suddenly, all that had 
been taught the bright young 
students of political science, 
children trained on comput-
ers and methodology, had 
leaped from classroom to 
reality. They knew what 
they were doing. They were 
skilled. They were organized. 
... And they were happy.”

Happy — and on the verge 
of lifelong commitments 
to political change. One of 
them was Robert B. Reich, 
the labor secretary in the 
Clinton administration who 
said the McCarthy campaign 
“marked the moment that an 
entire generation of college 
students — my generation 
— suddenly became serious 
about electoral politics.” He 
was not alone.

North Shore native and 
Pulitzer Prize winner David 
M. Shribman is executive 
editor of the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette.

In 1968, the world turned upside down
David M. Shribman

Letters to the editor

I have a lot of wild life in 
my backyard. There are 
three bird feeders that I keep 
stocked year-round. This 
results in attracting a wide 
range of creatures to the area. 
Among these are a flock of 
crows who compete with the 
squirrels for the seeds that 
fall to the ground. So, I’ve had 
an opportunity to continue an 
interest in the behaviors of 
these large, black birds. Over 
the years, I have always been 
impressed by their apparent 
intelligence. So, I started to 
investigate if my observations 
were correct. I was surprised 
to find just how “smaht” they 
really are.

People have been watch-
ing crows for a long time and 
reporting on their remarkable 
behaviors. For example, crows 
in Japan, as reported by natu-
ralist Sir David Attenborough 
on the BBC, have learned that 
they can drop hard walnuts 
on a roadway and wait for a 
car to run it over, so they can 
get the nut inside. But, there 
was a problem.

The crows realized that 
they could be hit by an 
oncoming car as they tried 
to retrieve the food. So, they 
figured a way around that 
danger. They dropped the 
nuts onto a crosswalk on 
the roadway and waited for 
them to be run over there. 
Later, when cars stopped to 
let pedestrians pass on the 
crosswalk, the black birds 
were able to swoop in to get 
their reward without any 

danger of being hit.
Beyond the anecdotal evi-

dence, scientists have done 
many studies of the depth 
of crow intelligence. One 
measure of intelligence in 
any creature is the ability to 
use tools to solve problems. 
And the more complex and 
multi-stepped the task is, the 
more intelligence required. A 
research team, headed by Dr. 
Alex Taylor, at the University 
of Auckland in New Zealand 
tested a crow with a problem 
that, to be successful, would 
take eight steps using tools 
in the proper sequence. The 
crow had used the individual 
pieces of the puzzle before 
but had never put them all 
together, or in the required 
sequence.

Here is how it worked: The 
crow, in a large enclosure, 
could see a piece of food that 
he wanted. But it was inside a 
long, clear, plastic box with an 
open end. He could see that 
the box was too long for him 
to reach inside with his beak 
and get to the food.

Now, the crow knew about 
using a stick to extend his 
reach. Crows in New Zealand 
do this in the wild when they 
want to get an insect hidden 
in the bark of a tree. So, else-
where on the test table, the 
crow could see a stick that 
was long enough to reach in 
and get the food, but it was 
also out of reach, in another, 
clear plastic box. How to get 
that box open that had the 
long stick inside?

In other experiments the 
crow, named 007, had man-
aged to open that type of box 

by dropping a stone through 
a tube on the top side of the 
box. The weight of the stone 
was enough to push the down-
ward hanging door open. On 
the table, he could see three 
wooden cages with stones 
inside. But again, he couldn’t 
reach through the bars of the 
cages with his beak to get to 
the stones. He needed a small 
stick. There was a small stick 
available elsewhere in the 
large cage. It was hanging, 
tied with a string to a perch. 
The crow flew to the perch 
and proceeded to pull up the 
string. He then pulled out the 
small stick (step 1). He took 
the small stick and went to 
each of the three wooden 
cages with the stones inside 
and used the small stick to 
reach between the bars and 
bring out each stone (steps 2, 
3 and 4).

After a short time for con-
sideration, he took the first 
stone and dropped it into the 
tube on the top of the clear 
plastic box with the large 
stick inside (step 5). It didn’t 
open the door as he expected. 

He repeated that step with 
the second stone (step 6) 
into the same tube and box. 
Still nothing happened. Once 
more, he dropped in the third 
stone (step 7), and this time 
the weight of the three stones 
together was enough to open 
the downward hung door.

Now, 007 was able to reach 
inside and grab the longer 
stick. He walked over to the 
long, plastic box with the food 
inside and used the long stick 
to force out the tasty morsel 
(step 8). Success!

And it took eight sequen-
tial steps to achieve. The 
researchers at Auckland 
claimed that this was the 
first known demonstration 
of spontaneous, sequential 
tool use by an animal other 
than a human. And the crea-
ture who did it was a crow. 
It is well known that animal 
intelligence is related to the 
size of the brain compared 
to total body mass. So, how 
does a crow compare to other 
animals? Scientists use some-
thing called the encephaliza-
tion quotient (EQ) to get at 

that relationship. The higher 
the EQ, the more intelligent 
the animal. For example, 
homo sapiens has an EQ of 
8.1. This compares to 5.9 for 
a bottlenose dolphin, 4.2 for 
a chimpanzee and 4.1 for a 
crow. So, you can see that a 
crow is right up there in the 
hierarchy of intelligent ani-
mals. For comparative pur-
poses, our beloved dogs, who 
we believe are very bright, 
only have an EQ of about 1.4. 
Who would have thought that 
a crow would have the poten-
tial to be that much more 
intelligent than “man’s best 
friend?”

One surprising capability 
demonstrated by wild crows 
is the ability to recognize 
and differentiate human 
faces. John Marzluff, a pro-
fessor of wildlife science 
at the University of Wash-
ington, did some experi-
ments that demonstrated 
this skill. There was a flock 
of crows in a park near his 
campus. The research team 
caught and banded seven 
of the crows while wear-
ing a rubber mask of an 
ugly, ominous-looking cave-
man with a large brow and 
protruding teeth. For the 
next eight years, whenever 
someone would don that 
same mask and go to the 
park, those crows would spot 
the masked intruder and 
become agitated and begin 
scolding in alarm. Without 
the caveman mask, or even 
wearing a different con-
trol mask, the crows would 
not pay attention to those 
same people. And the crows 

developed this behavior in 
just one trial.

Even more interesting is 
that, somehow, the crows 
communicated with each 
other so that, over time, most 
of the flock developed the 
ability to recognize the “cave-
man” whenever he would 
appear, even in a crowd. Who 
would have guessed that 
crows were able to exchange 
such detailed information so 
well?

In another example of 
advanced intel l igence , 
research scientists at the 
University of Tuebingen in 
Germany found that crows 
can recognize the number of 
things in a set. They trained 
the crows to recognize groups 
of dots, from one to seven. 
Then they changed the sizes 
and arrangements of the dots, 
and the birds still recognized 
the number. Neuroscientist 
Dr. Helen Ditz, said, “When a 
crow sees three points, seeds 
or even hunters, single nerve 
cells recognize the ‘three-
ness’ of the objects.” And this 
is exactly how primate brains 
perform, she said, which is 
interesting since the brain 
structures of the two species 
are so different.

So, the next time you get 
upset with your local crows 
for making all that racket, or 
for opening your trash bags 
and making a mess, remem-
ber that they are among our 
most intelligent companions 
in the animal world and 
deserve a little respect, as 
hard as that might be.

Anthony J. Marolda is a 
resident of Annisquam. 

Crows are ‘wicked smaht’
Anthony J. Marolda
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To the editor:
Tayl o r  A r m e r d i n g ’ s 

snide attack on advocates 
of stricter gun controls as 
guilty of “uniformly bad per-
formance theater” (”Advo-
cates for ‘common sense’ 
gun laws lacking common 
sense,” March 8)  begs for 
closer scrutiny. He ridicules 

the “gun control lobby” for 
using focus-group-tested 
terms. Wait a minute, the 
only “gun control lobby” 
I’m aware of is the NRA, 
and its masterful use of 
focus-group-tested terms 
and, oh yes, money, lot and 
lots of money, to buy politi-
cians to carry their water. 

And again he brings up 
Obama as the ever-readily-
available-boogie-man for all 
things that right wingers 
don’t like as the author of 
all this “common sense” gun 
laws nonsense. As if. Surely 
the Founding Fathers of our 
republic, who cannot be 
denied the wisdom of their 

common sense, would have 
more carefully constructed 
their wording of the Second 
Amendment if they had the 
foresight to see the advance-
ment in weaponry from flint-
lock muskets to modern day 
assault rifles. My “common 
sense” tells me that the Sec-
ond Amendment right to 

bear arms is not “absolute,” 
but conditioned on certain 
restrictions, hence the pre-
amble reference to a well 
regulated militia.

Taylor defends the con-
cept of having armed teach-
ers in the schools based on 
(his) assumption that “at 
least one of the adults who 

died in Parkland would have 
preferred to have a means to 
defend himself and his stu-
dents.” My “common sense” 
tells me that most teach-
ers would prefer to live in 
a country where this would 
not be necessary.

BRUCE SLIFER
Gloucester

‘Common sense’ on gun control

 AP Photo/Elaine Thompson
Scientists for years have known that crows have great 
memories, that they can recognize a human face, their 
behavior and can pass that information onto their offspring.
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