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OPINION
EDITOR ¾ DAVID C. OLSON ¾ 978-338-2531 ¾ dolson@gloucestertimes.com

Letters

It takes a lot to bring Democrats and Republicans 
together on any issue in these days of heightened, 
highly partisan politics. It seems, however, that the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
has done the trick.

Sixth District U.S. Rep. Seth Moulton and 16 of his 
fellow New England congressmen — 12 Democrats, 
four Republicans and an independent — united last 
week to call on the agency to delay or call off its 
plans to force fishing vessel permit holders to pay 
to have someone looking over their shoulder as they 
work.

The so-called onboard monitoring program, where 
a federal observer rides along on fishing trips, is 
estimated to cost about $710 per day, per vessel. And 
NOAA expects fishermen to foot the bill. It’s an addi-
tional expense — the very definition of an unfunded 
mandate — that could put permit holders out of 
business for good. 

As Hampton, N.H., fisherman David Goethel asked 
John Kasich during the presidential candidate’s visit 
to Seabrook last week, “Can anyone in this room 
afford to spend $710 a day to drive to work, to have 
your own personal state trooper by your side to make 
sure you don’t go 66 on Interstate 95? (NOAA’s) own 
economists tell them that fishermen can’t afford it, 
and their answer is, basically, ‘tough.’ We shouldn’t 
have to sue our own government, but we have to 
because they’re not being held accountable.”

Goethel is suing the federal government over the 
monitoring plans. Kasich called the idea of forc-
ing fishermen to pay for monitors “ridiculous” and 
“absurd.”

Goethel would seem to have allies — in spirit, at 
least — in the region’s congressmen. Their letter to 
NOAA Administrator Kathleen D. Sullivan urged 
the agency to delay shifting costs for the program 
to fishermen until a more efficient, less expensive 
plan is devised.

The group gave its support to a plan already 
approved by the New England Fisheries Manage-
ment Council. That plan would use more data to 
determine vessel “coverage rates.” Currently, about 
24 percent of trips have a federal monitor. Under the 
proposal backed by the council and the Northeast 
Seafood Coalition, that rate would fall to 13 percent. 
The plan would bring more clarity to the monitor-
ing program by verifying specific areas fished and 
the catch affected, as well as defining discards by 
gear type.

If it seems complicated, that’s because it is. At this 
point, there is no certainty the monitoring program 
will generate useful data for NOAA; we don’t need 
another round of policy decisions based on inaccu-
rate information.

The legislators realize this.
“NOAA Fisheries’ exclusive use of the most 

recent year of data to set annual coverage rates has 
resulted in significant rate variations that do not 
accurately reflect broader trends in the fishery,” 
they wrote.

Besides Moulton, the letter was signed by Mas-
sachusetts Reps. William R. Keating, Michael E. 
Capuano and Stephen A. Lynch, as well as U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren.

The Bay Staters were not alone.  The group 
includes members of congressional delegations 
from New Hampshire (U.S. Rep. Frank Guinta, U.S. 
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen and U.S. Sen. Kelly A. Ayotte), 
Maine (U.S. Rep. Bruce Poliquin, U.S. Rep. Chellie 
Pingree, U.S. Sen. Angus S. King Jr. and U.S. Sen. 
Susan M. Collins), Connecticut (U.S. Rep. Joe Court-
ney, U.S. Sen. Christopher S. Murphy and U.S. Sen. 
Richard Blumenthal) and Rhode Island (U.S. Sen. 
Sheldon Whitehouse and U.S. Sen. Jack Reed).

 Moulton said he has met with NOAA Regional 
Administrator John Bullard, who supports the 
revised plan. The meetings have brought progress, 
the congressman said.

“It’s best to work collaboratively with all the 
constituents in this debate,” he told reporter Sean 
Horgan. “We’ll get much more done with NOAA if 
we have a working relationship than just continually 
being at odds.”

 Let’s hope that relationship, and the newfound 
cooperation between Democrats and Republicans, 
brings results.

Finding  
common ground  

on monitors

To the editor:
In light of the opioid epi-

demic, I’ve been accompany-
ing street missionaries and 
advocates who reach out to 
homeless folks, some with 
mental illness and addic-
tions, others, just plain down 
on their luck

In documenting the stories 
of those we encounter, my 
faith in humanity is affirmed. 
Two young people were both 
encountered in Lawrence. 
The first was on Broadway. 
The second was at a tent 
community under a bridge at 
Pemberton Park; her former 
temporary home.

The first was sitting on a 
guard rail on a side street. 
She looked out into empti-
ness — in a daze. It seemed 
similar to the “thousand-yard 
stare” that shell-shocked sol-
diers have after battle. We 
quietly descended on her and 
she barely took notice. Per-
haps her thoughts were com-
manded by despair, worry 
and contemplating what the 
next step would be — if there 
even was one. She was young, 
frail, with light hair and light 
blue eyes that sparkled like 
natural pools. We had used 
up all of our sandwiches and 
had just one bottled water 
left but the discussion was 
good and the prayers felt 
earnest. We bought her a 
hot, delicious meal and her 
expression was beautiful and 
heartfelt. “Oh my God, thank 
you so much.” She had tears 
of joy in her eyes. We prayed 
for the nourishment of her 
body and soul.

And here is another young 
woman’s story.

She recited Scripture like 
a preacher, well versed in 
all aspects of the word and 
the underlying meaning for 
those living in the streets, 
addicted, homeless, lost, 
unemployed, hungry. Her 
passion was tempered only 
by the fear she held close to 
her that a set of events could 
trigger her to “go back.”

Those two words were 
enough said to represent a 
deluge of unfortunate events 
that could materialize lead-
ing her back to the life she 
used to live. She was here 
living under this bridge, 
addicted and directionless, 
back in April.

Now she was living for 
others, ministering to them 
and providing them with the 
insight that only one who had 
hit bottom and lifted herself 
to heights guided by divine 
intervention could know.

The life in her eyes told 
the full  story. She had 
beaten her demons and 
now was leading a frontal 
attack for others who were 
trying to beat theirs. The 
round trip I witnessed was 
breathtaking!

JOE D’AMORE
Groveland

The limitless 
bounds of the 
human spirit
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I remember the morning 
well, even though it happened 
in the early ‘80s. I was waiting 
for the general to meet me in 
my office. I had met him a few 
times before, but this time 
was to be special. He was 
going to call his friend, Gen. 
Matthew Ridgway. I was to 
be introduced to the famous 
World War II commander of 
the XVIII Airborne Corps. 
Gen. Ridgway was on the 
board of directors of a par-
ticular company and I wanted 
a meeting with the chairman 
of that firm to discuss a busi-
ness matter. I had hoped that 
the call to Ridgway could 
arrange the visit for me.

Eventually, the tall, slender, 
ramrod-straight Gen. James 
Gavin entered my office. He 
had been the commander of 
the 82nd Airborne Division 
during World War II and had 
jumped with his men into 
several battles including Sic-
ily, Normandy and the Battle 
of the Bulge. Since he had 
more combat jumps than any 
other general officer, he was 
termed by the press, “The 
Jumping General.” 

We started to talk. I 
remember him asking me if 
I had thought of joining the 
Airborne and becoming a 
trooper. He wasn’t serious 
since I was already a 30-some-
thing management consultant 
at Arthur D. Little Inc., while 
the general was the chairman 
of the board. He had been the 
ambassador to France under 
President Kennedy and the 
chairman of Arthur D. Little 
for many years, yet his mind 
was still rooted in his time as 
the 82nd’s commander during 
wartime. And well it should 
have been.

Gloucester has a strong 
Marine JROTC program, and 
many of our teens look to the 
military as a place of honor 
to serve their country. Gen. 
Gavin’s life story could be an 
inspirational one for them. 
His character was molded in 
the military and his strong, 
decisive approach to prob-
lems guided him throughout 
his life.

His beginnings were rather 
humble. At age 2, Gavin was 
placed in a Brooklyn orphan-
age by his alcoholic mother, 
Katherine Ryan. Two years 
later, he was adopted by Mar-
tin and Mary Gavin. Martin 
was a hardworking coal miner 
from Mt. Carmel, Penn. The 
Gavins were poor, so Jim left 
school after the eighth grade 
to work and help support his 
family. At 17, he saw no future 
for himself in Mt. Carmel, so 
he ran away to New York to 
join the Army. Even though he 
was underage, the recruiter 
found a way to get the young 

man into the service. For his 
first assignment, he was sta-
tioned with an artillery group 
in Panama.

The young private was 
extremely bright and an 
intense reader. During his 
off hours from his military 
duties, he read extensively 
in the camp library about the 
Civil War and World War I, 
focusing on famous gener-
als. He became excited about 
the idea of commanding men 
in battle and decided that he 
wanted to go to West Point. 
Encouraged by his superiors, 
who saw his potential, Cpl. 
Gavin passed the exams and 
entered the Academy at age 
19. He had to work harder 
than the other cadets because 
he didn’t have a formal high 
school education. Yet, he did 
well and graduated in 1929.

Gen. Gavin’s exploits dur-
ing World War II were noth-
ing short of amazing. He 
described them in his book, 
“On to Berlin.” I’ve read 
that book a few times, and 
always find myself in awe at 
the heroic actions of Gavin 
and his troopers.

After graduation from West 
Point, the young lieutenant 
had a rapid rise in the Army. 
He had a few jobs in infantry 
units and then went on to 
teach at the Military Acad-
emy. It was the late ‘30s, and 
the ever curious and inquisi-
tive young officer became 
interested in the possibilities 
for the use of airborne troops. 
The Germans were among 
the first to develop airborne 
as a military weapon. He 
studied their tactics in one of 
their airborne assaults dur-
ing their invasion of Belgium 
in May of 1940. Gavin was 
intrigued and volunteered 
in April of 1941 for a new 
airborne unit that was being 
formed. That’s when he first 
met Gen. Ridgway.

Gavin, the bright, ener-
getic, personable young 
captain, impressed his com-
manding officers and he was 
given the responsibility for 
developing the tactics and 
basic rules of airborne com-
bat. He wrote the manual 
that would then be used by 
the Army in its training. As 
a result, he became recog-
nized as the architect of the 
emerging airborne tactics. 
This fueled his rapid rise 
in an army that was now 
clearly headed for war. He 
soon rose to the rank of colo-
nel and had command of the 
505th Parachute Regiment of 
the newly formed 82nd Air-
borne Division, under the 
command of Gen. Ridgway.

After months of exhaust-
ing training, Gavin and his 
men were ready for their 
first mission. Ridgway 
selected Gavin’s regiment 
for a critical assignment in 
the invasion of Sicily. Gavin 
accompanied his men and 

made his first combat jump 
onto the island. The mission 
was to support Gen. Patton’s 
landing of his troops onto 
the southern beaches. The 
505th jump went down in his-
tory as the first regimental-
size airborne operation by 
any Army during war.

His  success  further 
enhanced Gavin’s reputation. 
In spite of major obstacles 
from the weather and the 
enemy, he led his troopers in 
a series of engagements that 
helped win the campaign. 
Many of his men were lost in 
the heavy fighting and Gavin 
mourned every one of them. 
Molded by their commander, 
they truly were a “band of 
brothers.”

As a result of his actions, 
Gavin was promoted to brig-
adier general at the recom-
mendation of Gen. Ridgway. 
He was made Ridgway’s 
assistant commander of the 
82nd. Now at 37, Gavin was 
the youngest general in the 
Army since George Arm-
strong Custer.

Gavin became the com-
mander of the 82nd when 
Ridgway was promoted to 
the command of the XVIII 
Airborne Corps. The young 
general went on to plan 
extensively for airborne mis-
sions in Normandy and the 
Netherlands. He participated 
with his men in the execution 
of the combat jumps . One of 
these was a joint assault with 
British forces, the famous 
Operation Market Garden. It 
was also known as “a bridge 
too far” because it did not go 
as planned. It was portrayed 
in a book and movie of the 
same name.

For his courage and gal-
lantry in extreme combat con-
ditions during the war, Gen. 
Gavin won many awards. 
His first was a Distinguished 
Service Cross, second only 
to the Medal of Honor. It was 
recommended by Gen. Ridg-
way for Gavin’s actions in 
the Sicily invasion. He went 
on to receive another Dis-
tinguished Service Cross as 
well as two Silver Stars and 
the Purple Heart. He was also 
decorated by the British and 
French governments with 
some of their highest hon-
ors. When the war ended, he 
had the two stars of a major 
general and was still only 38 
years old.

Gen. Gavin came to my 
office that day so many years 
ago to help me with a busi-
ness contact. The contact 
was made and I had the meet-
ing I was seeking. But, more 
importantly for me, I had an 
opportunity to spend some 
time with one of our greatest 
heroes of World War II.

Anthony J. Marolda is a 
resident of Annisquam. He 
was vice president of the 
management counseling sec-
tion of Arthur D. Little Inc.

A meeting with  
the ‘Jumping General’

My View
By Anthony J. Marolda

WE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM YOU
Letters can be sent via 

regular mail (Letters to the Edi-
tor, Gloucester Daily Times, 36 
Whittemore St., Gloucester, MA 
01930), email (dolson@glouces-
tertimes.com) or by fax at 
978-282-4397. Correspondence 
intended for publication must 
be signed, and should include 
a home address and telephone 
number. The latter is for verifi-
cation purposes only.

Letters should be limited 
to 450 words or less. They are 
subject to editing for length and 
clarity. 
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